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Tony Whitaker MNZM

1944 – 2014

Tony first visited Mana Island

in June 1972 as an Ecology 

Division DSIR technician

Marieke Lettink





Leon Berard



Sphenomorphus ‘Sail Rock’

“Saw & caught 7 S. “Sail Rock”!!! 
under driftwood & stones near 
shore”

Tony Whitaker notebook
5 June 1972

“Out at 2000 & first to plantation 
up Gully – 2040 spot-lighted 
“Gold-Stripe” pacificus in 
Muehlenbeckia”

Tony Whitaker notebook
29 June 1972



June 1972



Jan – Feb 2008





February 1986

Don Newman



Translocated to

Maud Island 1977

Then 6 other sites

1996–2013 



1969 2021



Slaughtered sheep in the burial pit on Mana Island, 1978. The D6 bulldozer is filling in the hole. Photo by Alan Julian



McGregor’s skinks discovered north of 

Shingle Point in 1972

70% of their habitat destroyed in 1984



ATL



Ecological changes that influenced 

mouse numbers on Mana Island

1974  Coastal slopes fenced and retired from grazing

1978–79  Sheep replaced by cattle

1986  Cattle removed

1989/90  Mice eradicated

Colin Ryder 1946–2021



Don Newman (1994)

NZ Journal Zoology 21: 443 – 456

GWRC





Miskelly, Beauchamp & Oates (2022)

Notornis 69: 243 – 255

Mouse diet – % invertebrates

1981–82       58% (Pickard 1984)

May 1989       7% (Fitzgerald & Cong 1989)



Annemieke Hendriks



Colin Miskelly













Images

Tony Whitaker (Tohu’s gecko, northern spotted skink, 

Newman’s speckled skink)

Annemieke Hendriks (barking gecko, ngahere gecko)



McGregor’s skink distribution on

Mana Island



Images:

Leon Berard



Successful bird translocations to Mana Island

Species Year(s) No.

Takahē 1998–2022 48

North Island robin 1995–96 66

Common diving petrel 1997–99 239

Pāteke 2000–01 16

Fairy prion 2002–04 & 2015–16 440

Yellow-crowned parakeet 2004 27

Fluttering shearwater 2006–08 225

Whitehead 2010 37

Bellbird 2010 & 2012 102

Rowi 2012 20

North Island fernbird 2019 40



Changes in the rankings of the seven most abundant bird species on 

Mana Island over 80 years. Shading shows endemic and native species.



Images:

Annemieke Hendriks

Common diving petrel 1997–99
Minimum of 216 fledglings 1999–2023 

Fairy prion 2002–04 & 2015–16
Minimum of 56 fledglings 2006–23

Fluttering shearwater 2006–08
Minimum of 283 fledglings 2011–23



Leon Berard

Mana Island takahē population

peaked at 42 birds in 2007



Dallas Bishop







January 2015





2010 2016



Maud Island flax 

seed collected in 

Jan 2015, grown 

in the Mana 

Island nursery, 

planted out in 

paired trials in 

2017





Maud Island 

Aug 2017

Mana Island 

June 2017

Metarhizium anisopliae

Beauveria ?pseudobassiana





Aug 2018







Beauveria trial

Feb 2020







Beauveria pseudobassiana

Will Brockelsby

Oct 2018 Oct 2022

20 weevils per plant March 2020



Dallas & Geoff



Feb 2021



Kererū

Kārearea

Annemieke Hendriks

A single kākā seen on consecutive 

days in October 2021



Many thanks to:

DOC, FOMI, Ngātitoa Rangatira, 

Te Papa, Vivienne Whitaker, 

Maarten Holl, Mike Daniel, Susan 

Timmins, Ross Pickard, Don 

Newman, Trevor Hook, Phil Todd, 

Jason Christensen, Grant Timlin, 

Sue Caldwell & Frank Higgott, 

Jeff Hall, Chris Bell, Nick 

Fisentzidis & Genevieve Spargo, 

Pat Elliott, Graeme Taylor, Helen 

Gummer, Lynn Adams, Phil 

Marsh, Glen Grieves, Alison 

Ballance, Mike & Christine 

Jacobson, Leon Berard, 

Annemieke Hendriks, Dallas 

Bishop, Geoff de Lisle, Will 

Brockelsby, Travis Glare, Dale 

Shirtliff, Jaz Hamilton, Jean-

Claude Stahl, and all the mouse-

killers, tree-planters, bird-feeders 

and others who have contributed 

to the ecological restoration of 

Mana Island.

Dedicated to the memories of 

Tony Whitaker, Colin Ryder and 

Robin Gay.
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