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Moehau:
Animal Pest Control In The
Northern Coromandel

- A Planning And Consultation
Challenge




The First Fence Proposed:
late 1980°'s by DOC




Key

& DOC Possum Baitstations

& Mist Possum Baitstations
» BW Possum Baitstations

# MEG Possum Baitstations

» Private Possum Baitstations

& MEG Stoat Traps

MEG Kiwi Sanctuary Boundary
ww. MEG Rat Control

| DOC Rat Control
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATIONS
MOEHAU ENVIRONMENT GROUP

. 30 September 2002 (lwi and Agencies)

. 30 November 2002 (Local Community and Agencies)

. 11 February 2003 (lwi , Agencies and Community)

. 29 September 2003 Hui at Karuna Falls

. 8 August 2004 (Community and Agencies)

. 18 October 2004 (Community and Agencies)

. Summer 2003 — 2004 Community Survey (local residents,

landowners and visitors)

. May 6 2006. Presentation and Fieldtrip with Environment Waikato
Councillors, DOC Conservator and DOC personnel.

. AGM’s 2000 —- 2006.

g - Hochstetter (MEG newsletter) and local newspaper.
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- Moehau Environment Group

This survey is being conducted by the
Moehau Environment Group (MEG) to find
out:

~ What residents or visitors aged 15 and
over like or dislike about the Northern
Coromandel area.

» What residents or visitors aged 15 and
aover think about some possible future
options for pest and predator control in
the Northern Coromandel area.

Please note that your response to this
questionnaire is anonymous. Results of this
data will be used in MEG reports only, and
will not be linked to any individual.

: . For any queries about this survey, or the
Moehau Envirmrnent Group (ww meg.org.nz), please contact Wayne Todd on (07) 866
6928, or wayne®landcare.org.nz.

| would like more information about MEG, and the projects it is working on:

Name:

Email address:

Snail Mail address:

Phone number:




Moehau Environment Group
Karuna Falls
moehau Waikawau Bay

o R.D.4
environment Coremsandil
group 64 07 866 6928(wayne@meg.org.nz)

Summer Questionnaire and Results
2003 - 2004




Attitudes Towards a Predator-Proof Fence

Rating of fence Total | %
Goodldea 98 72
Neutral, No Opinion 3 2
Not a Good Idea {7y 5]
Not sure/Can't make up my mind | 18 14
No espones g 7
Grand Total 138 100

« Nearly three quarters of respondents thought that a predator proof fence was a
good idea. Only 5% were not in favour of a fence.

What People Like Abouta Fence

m Improved predator/pest
control

| No response

O Improved ecological
values

O Permanent solution

m Cost effective long term

= No or reduced use of
chemicals

= 30% of respondents were positive about the potential for improved predator and
pest control, and 20% felt that this would be beneficial for the wildlife and bush in
the Northern Coromandel

Concerns

| Concems About Fence _ %
No response R 28
Concern about effecti s of fence 12
Impact on land ownersfland owner concems 6
Concemn about access 5

« high ‘no response rate’. Not sure if this means that there is no concems, or if
people simply couldn't think of any concemns at the time!

e A fifth were worried about the cost of a fence (construction or ongoing
maintenance)

moehau
environment .
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An Analysis of the
Costs of Pest Control Options
in the Northern Coromandel

Report prepared for the
Moehau Environment Group

April 2004

by Sandra A. Barns
Economics Department
Waikato Management School

University of Waikato
Hamilton
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E cluder

Proposal to Build an

Xcluder™ Pest Proof Fence
Across the Coromandel Peninsula
from Colville to Waikawau Bay

- analysis of practicality and estimate of

cost

Registerad Office.

142 Fergusson Gully Rd
R.D.2 Cambridge

Ph: (07) 827 6779

Fax: (07) 823 0956

E-mail: info@xchuder.conz
Website: www xcluder.co.nz

Jutietts Chamberfain (07) 827 6779
Roger MacGibbon phifax  (07) 378 6372
mobile (0274) 961 365
George Calvert (07) B27 3240
moblle  (027) 273 1564

Tim Day moblle  (021) 208 3289
Phil Thamsan (07) 829 4577
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Feral goats erad|cated from northern penlnsula

WO AL e 2ok
One of around 2100 goat:
sive eradication project is
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REGIONAL COUNCIL

By Alison Fraser =

A team of hunte:-s wor]ﬂ_ug in
the northern Coromandel bush
has successfully completed New
Zealand's largest goat eradica-
tion project of its kind.

Contract Cullers, Department
of Conservation, Environment
Waikato and private landown-

killed in fotal.

Hauraki Coromandel DOC
area manager John Gaukrodger
gaid the result was significant
in terms of clearing goats from
the rest of the region.

"What's been achieved there

means we have every confi- .

dence of achieving it over larger

E

Moehau feral goat eradication

Update Newsletter

Department of
‘! Conservation
Te Papa Atawbhaf

May 2006
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Pest fence opponents reject claims

ing' wasd an affront to these thoughtful pes-
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A group opposing the eonstruction of 0 85 would 1k to wpologise if we have offinded  Moehiw Environment Griup.
milllon pest proof fonce spanning the Reihana Robingon or anyone in the associ- - Thie statement wa signid by more than
b O del Peninsula ls dis- ation by what was said or by the uee of 36 landowners who farm and lvo on more "It demonstrated that MEG leadership is
missing accusations ita stance is “noms -~ Mrs Robinson's photograph with the arti-  than 80% of the private land, comprising  either in deninl or out of touch with the

sense nnd scRrHTERgeTing”. ele” T600-plus hoetared, thut wonld be insids  community. Opposition tn the fance plan is
The or  Coremangel  Lond Mri  Robi -and  fellow Upper the new pona. nothing now. Fence pramoters, including
Association also “utterly 1 (& fel Land; A re long-time farming  MEG, DOC and EW, were stmply not heas-

] " an i tipre-  “Many signatories
ottnck on a samplo-section of th fence last sentatives Ann Ward and Theodors Ward  families who have tended the land for gen- it becuune they were not listaning.

woek and the Hauraki Herald apolog iast week pr d to TODC, DOC und  erations,” Mrs Hobinson says, *But they now know what they should
to the mssoctition for any implication con-  EW & statement of opposition to the pro-  “Thelr viwws are well informed; they did Tnve lenown for yeurs, that the peopls who
taingd i an articls on Friday. posnl for o pest-proof fonce hetween not give their names lightly They ropre- would be most affected and whose whoke-

“It was never our intestion to lmply any  Calville 4nd Waikawsi Bay to croate 8 sent overwholming op)
Iv t by the assoctation,” editor Lee.  “malntind {alund” anvi |

position. hearted - support would bo one critical
Vg “Moshiu Environment Group’s response.  ingrediant for suceess wre against it, and

Phite shye. ] ment zone, o B pest-free zano. Inst week, replita with churgen of ‘misin-  for vory good reasons,” Mra Robinson suys:
*Therd 8 nothing to link the two and we  The fonce is being p i by the formation’, ‘no ! mnd % g * continues puge 2
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§ Bitter battle brews over
fencing an mland island -
:EE | - s for Pemﬂﬁ

A plan to fence off part of the Coromandel
reasons is upsetting some lo
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kiwi sanctuary follows a similar
action 10 days ago by more
than 20 landowners, who with-

'k | Fa¥aVa¥allih

Coromandel
Assomatlon

Kiwi sanctuary In
tatters following
mass withdrawal

By Alison Smith

Upper Coromandel landown-
ers have collectively pulled

the community,"

 Audited Net Circulation 26

said Upper
Landcare
spt}kesperson

More angry landowners pull out of kiwi zone

By AlisonSmith

Landowners whose properties
comprise a total of 1388ha have
withdrawn from the Whenuakite
Kiwi Zone and formed an East
Coromandel Landeare
Associntion to give themselves a
united voice,

The group i= concerned that
including their land in a kiwi
zone will leaye them powerless to
stop the use of 1080 on their
properties nnd other pest man-
agement practices favoured by
authorities but which they have
traditionally avoided.

Many peninsula landowners
accuse Environment Waikato and
the Department of Conservation
of working together to gain
greater control of private proper-
ty within a framewaork of new leg-
islation.

The concern and frustration has
led to heated debate and to thou-
sands of hectarea of privately

owned land being withdrawn
from kiwi comuwahon LOTEE
throughout the per

"Yesterday's hand of friendship
has turned inte today's legisla-
tion,” said Whenuakite farmer
Arthur Attfield. "You put in
your submission but ecentral
Government has put pressura
on the environmental authori-
ties to expand their area of con-
trol. They say what they want
to do but don't say how they
want to do it."

Gary Wilson, who owns TZ2ha
in Whenuakite where he has
lived for 35 years, said authori-
ties had foreed restrictions on a
aubdivided srea of his land by
not allowing people Lo keep
dogs.

"They've claimed our farm,"
he said. *They're getting out of
control, suggesting coming onto
your property and sheoting your
pigs without your permission.”

Mr Wilson is among nine

landowners who have withdrawn
from the Whenuakite Kiwi Zone
and joined the newly formed East
Coramandel Landeare
Association.

“Yesterday's hand of
friendship has turned
into today’s legislation’
- Whenuakite farmer Arthur Astfield

¢If everything is thriving,
there is no issue’
- EW manager Kevin Colline

His property eontaing one of the
largest collections of a rare native
plant and he says pigs and kiwi
have co-existed on his land for
Many years.

"We hear them (kiwi) squeaking
when we're out hunting pigs,” he
said. "T say just leave things
alone. Human interference is
what creates the problems, it's

the people that end up killing

things - we need to leave them
alone,”

EW manager Kevin Collma
paid the regional council would
carry out work with lundown-
ers agreement "99 percent of
the time® and was confident of
finding a middle ground.

He said it would be only in
extremely rare cases that the
council would take direct action
without landowners' consent,
giving the cxample of absentee
landowneras living in London
who had failed to deal with
weeds on their Coromandel

property.

"If everything is thriving, there
ig mo issue, But first we need to
identify where there's potential
for risk, If there are frogs and

pigs in the same hectare there's a
potential risk," he said. "But if we
go in there and see there's not o
rigk, there's no issue,

"Peopla focus on the ability to do
direct control, but there's a
required step before that, an
assessment, and if that assess-
ment turns out there's not an
iBBue we won't be doing any-
thing.”

The Upper Coromandel
Landeare Association (UCLA)
recently called for an independ-
ent inguiry inte New Zealand's
use of 1080 following public
prutests,

The use of 1080 is currently
being considerad by the
Environmental Risk
Management Authority (ERMA).
However UCLA spokesperson
Reihana Robinson said the group
maintains that only a Royal
Commission can provide the
impartinlity and independence
required for a credible enguiry.
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What have we Learnt?
(Points for discussion and debate)

* That positiveness and enthusiasm don't
necessarily “pave the way” and can sometimes be
a “blinder”.

* That no matter how contrary, spurious, ill-
founded, ill-meaning, mischief-making or ignorant
a land owner’s point of view may seem; or how
little they might care, all points of view have to be
accepted and acknowledged.

* That by not responding with tit-for-tat challenges,
integrity is maintained especially where the media
IS involved (media love a drama no matter how
true or untrue)

environment
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« Partnerships with Agencies are not always
what they seem. There is a sliding scale of
convenience proportionate to the level of
conflict or controversy (they are there for the
good news and leave with the bad).

* Philosophy of self interest/protectionism and
ownership versus kai te aki and guardianship

environment
group



Key

MEG Kiwi Project
Supported by MEG
New Projects

Established Projects

'___ru[:lr possum controf

",Dﬂ

Hr_llu-xs f Gravelles
possum.and rat control

aikawau Wetlands possum and rat control
Ho

Little Bay
ossum f mt contm.f

;Hahltat Tu ate awa——— |
- possum and rat controf |
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