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Background

 Electronic online manual

— to assist staff design pest
control projects

— not about hands on field skills
— sits within PAM framework

Intranet vs. Internet

DOC RD&I Threats
Improvement

— Hamulton technical support
team




What pests covered so far?

»

'

e Rats — control 7 e Possums — in progress

e Stoats ¥ e (Joats — in progress i

e Ferrets e Deer — to be started
Feral cats ¥ Pigs — to be started .,
\‘." .
Rats — eradication

 Thar

¢ PeSt ﬁSh T =1 can talk about these




What is Current Agreed
Best Practice?

e Current

— up to date

e reviewed ~ 18months

— staff can access latest
knowledge

— staff don’t have to ‘reinvent the
wheel’

— staff can contribute own 1deas

— learn from past mistakes

Photo: W. Williamson




What is Current Agreed
Best Practice? cont...

* Agreed

— network group for each pest
species

— comprising experienced staff

from across the Department

— evaluate techniques, consider
new developments and agree

on what are the best options

Photo: Courtesy D. Peters




{ﬁ_ ; # {__\__ i -:'N"" -:'_:';' e -:"V; -:"'i?;)ﬂ_-a- -:';"H" -:"ﬁ :._:- q'-\:-{i::;f ﬁ-a-ﬁ-:;ﬁ_"ﬂﬁ-:"k

S, f+ -:"'-:"'-:"“-:"“-"‘-"' A R AL
JW’ -::i: f“::ﬁ:‘ﬁ{ ¢ iy e 6 i ;“rw‘w’ i ﬁm-*‘ﬂ T ; ER 4
-i.

)

““:.'*:”é\(,
'b-""b-“b-"b- e
hb-“.- S

-;5 o E b
ﬁ__.‘i"__.-_h_:"-:“.-:“.-"-" B T B ‘*,gﬁ-*
mf* o

i
z e s Hc.-f "*’3;;" "’*’Mffff
ﬁ//oo-:"'{"-"///{??{”{”f“ -:""-:""-"‘ “"“"-:""-:"“'-"‘ /_,:i?? / "ﬂﬂﬁf}/ /
R
sesesszsel  Operational ,; Anecdotal : Standards
Trials -] Observations (SOP’s, legislation

-:"“-:""-:‘“"

FETHY Discard new
More information ' : = information if not
required _ = best practice

}

Change made if new
information is best practice

I C hange commu nicated Photo: courtesy www.predatortraps.com

}

| Put into best practice |




So How Does it Work?

» Evaluation of Techniques

— what technique to use?

» Operational Planning and [

Design Considerations

— the ‘recipe’ for using a
particular technique

* Network Groups

— a list of who 1s on the group
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Evaluation of Techniques

v

9
Level | | | TRAP (kill) |
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Evaluation of Techniques

|
v y

Level | | PoisoN |

Photo: Hl Bevan
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Evaluation of Techniques

v y

Level | | PoisoN | | TRAP (kill) |

I
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Level Il | Aerial (1080 pellets) | Baitstations |
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Evaluation of Techniques

v y

Level | | PoisoN | | TRAP (kill) |

I
v
Level Il | Aerial (1080 pellets) | | Baitstations |

I
| v

1st generation 2nd generation
Level Il 1080 pellets I anticoagulants anticoagulants




Operational Planning and Design
Considerations

OR TRAPS

Doc series trapping systém's

° Techmque Doc 200 O

Hedgehogs nservation
To Papa Atawba

SPRINGS

/AC (National Anim

— device layout, timing, effective use

Treadle and hol
must be aligned

* Equipment

— recommended devices, maintenance

ed with the treadle
) from the side of the box

o Skills required

e Standards

— Health and safety, animal welfare

— DOC SOP’s

Drawin;

AC




Operational Planning and Design
Considerations cont...

RAT CONTROL — 15T GENERATION ANTI-COAGULANTS IN BAIT STATIONS

Sustaining control over the —

Balz stazton placeswent
®  Nogreater than ser where mice areals
T i ewiths rat’s bowe ravge. Hom

long term e S A

located on 100 m ing an altimeter. Spaci
and hip chain

Limitations

ik

Information

— DOC contacts

mption will be

removed from operationalarea
b 28 =) . tfme 3

— recommended reading

EQUIPMENT

Batt statlons

Key element ¥ Jaly kait from the elements, limis

kait spillage, doesn't get blo n f bait, ez fill ¢ art when establishing the
be durable and d

Under developmen

References
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Poison — feral cats

What:

— Fish-meal based 0.10% 1080
Feral Cat Bait

When/where:

— only when other options
unsuitable

Good because:

— relatively low labour costs

But:

— questions about efficacy
— best practice not developed
— do a field trial
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Shooting — feral cats

What:

— firearm

— opportunistic hunting

When/where:

— not a standalone technique

Good because:

— active (as opposed to passive)

But:

— 1effective except in particular
situations

— no best practice 1s available
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Kill trapping — feral cats

What:

— a device triggered when the cat
touches a bait

— kill instantly (NAWAC std.)

When/where:

— wide application in NZ

Good because:

— don’t have to be checked daily

— considered humane €. e, B s SR
But: s vk
— no proven long life bait

— operational efficacy unproven

— passive
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Level Il Kill trapping | | Leg-hold trapping | ICagetrapping
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OR TRAPS

Dac series trapping systems

Current Best Practice
[Feral Cat Kill Tapping System 2
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Operational Planning and Design
Considerations — feral cats

* Technique

ﬂ Belisle Super X 220

— trap station layout | l
— timing of operations e

— effective use of kill traps

_ Steve Allan
& modified Conibear

* Equipment

— recommended devices

— maintenance

" Timms Trap

— baits and lures

Allphotos courtesy N. Poutu and B. Warburton




Operational Planning and Design
Considerations cont...

 Skills required

— knowledge of cat ecology
& behaviour

— dedicated trapper

o Standards

— animal welfare (NAWAC) =R
o LIl Eir
— Health and safety | -

— DOC SOP’s




Operational Planning and Design
Considerations cont...

* Sustaining control over the
long term

— monitor conservation outcomes
— combine techniques
— data quality
» Limitations
— non-target mterference
— risks to domestic cats
* Information

— recommended reading Photo: R. Morris
— DOC contacts




So is this stuff actually available
outside of DOC?

* YES - but

 Still in development for internal audience

* Will go on the DOC website 1n due course
— April 2008 project start
— will be targeted at non-DOC audience

— will be combined with ‘Animal Pest Fact Sheets’

— a lot of work to be done to get 1t to that stage

 In the meantime just ask




What other things are actually
available?

Extranet

— window into the intranet

— http://extranet.doc.govt.nz/ =

Status list -

ANNIVERSARY
CONSERV-VISION
CONFERENCE

SOP’s %-

HSNO compliant warning
signs

Pesticide Information
Reviews




What other things are actually
available? cont...

* DOC publications

— www.doc.govt.nz

> AvansED senRoH

— Science & technical

* Pcer reviewed papers
— RD&I Internal Series

Finding out about DOC publications at Nelson
Regional Visitor Cantre

— Science for
Conservation

cience posters




What other things are actually
available? cont...

* Biodiversity Training

* Anmimal Pest Operations

— 3 day course
* 26 November 2007

* FREE (for the moment)

— “Approved Handler Certificate”
required




Summary

* DOC current agreed best practice for
controlling pest mammals

— 1t 1s a work 1n progress
— designed to help staff choose the best technique

— electronic manual on the DOC Intranet

* is available outside of DOC
* just need to ask the right person

 There are other resources available too

— just need to know where to look







